AR Summer Reading Questions

“Where The Red Fern Grows”

Chapters I-V

1.  In the first chapter, what causes the narrator of the story to remember his childhood?

2.  Why won’t Billy’s parents buy him the dogs he wants?

3.  What is the significance of the sportsman’s magazine that Billy finds in the abandoned fisherman’s camp?

4.  With how much money does Billy start his savings?

5.  List the ways in which Billy earns money for his dogs.

6.  How does Billy’s grandfather respond when he finds out his grandson has been saving his money to buy dogs?

7.  In one well-written sentence, characterize the “pre-dog” Billy.

8.  In one well-written sentence, characterize the marshal in Tahlequah.

Chapters VI-IX

1.  Why does Billy choose the names Old Dan and Little Ann for his dogs?

2.  Why are the reasons Billy’s parents have for wanting to move into town?

3.  Why does Billy need a coonskin to train his pups?

4.  Describe how Grandpa’s brace and bit trap works.

5.  What is one of the tricks a raccoon uses to throw a dog off its scent?

6.  Why is it so important for Billy to chop down the big sycamore tree to get the treed raccoon?

7.  How do Old Dan and Little Ann feel about coon hunting?

8.  What finally causes the big sycamore to fall?

9.  If you were Billy, would you have left the tree or chopped it down?  Justify your choice.

Chapters X-XIII

1.  During the first season that Billy hunts, the price of raccoon skin goes up.  What is a good-size coonskin worth?

2.  What does Billy do with all the money he earns from his coon hunting?

3.  In one well-written sentence, characterize Old Dan.

4.  In Chapter X, Old Dan has quite an adventure in tree-climbing.  Describe it.

5.  In one well-written sentence, characterize Little Ann.

6.  In Chapter XI, Little Ann has quite an adventure on the ice.  Describe it.
7.  Describe the personalities of the Pritchard brothers.

8.  How does the ghost coon earn his name?

9.  If you were Billy, would you have:  agreed to the bet? killed the ghost coon? been able to pull the ax out of Ruben? taken flowers to Ruben’s grave?  gone coon hunting again?

Chapters XIV-XIVV

1.  What is the surprise Billy’s grandpa has been planning for him for months?

2.  What is the significance of the cup of coffee Billy has when he camps with his father and grandfather?

3.  What are Billy’s tools as he readies Little Ann for the beauty contest?

4.  What surprise does Billy find when his father and the judge push the hollow box elder down?

5.  Who finds Grandpa and Old Dan?

6.  If you were Billy, would you choose to stay in severe weather to try to find your dogs, or return to camp? Why?

7.  What amazes the judge so much about Billy’s relationship with Old Dan and Little Ann?

8.  How do Old Dan and Little Ann keep from freezing?

9.  How much money does Billy win in the jackpot?

10.  If you had won the money, would you have turned it over to your father?  Why or why not?

Chapters XIX-XX

1.  What beast is referred to as “the devil cat of the Ozarks”?

2.  What other incident is Billy reminded of when he looks at his ax covered with the blood of the mountain lion?

3.  Describe Old Dan’s and Little Ann’s wounds.

4.  Why does Billy choose the top of the hillside to bury Old Dan?
5.  Why does Little Ann die?

6.  How does Billy’s father explain the deaths of Old Dan and Little Ann?

7.  What part does a belief in God and the answering of prayers play in Where the Red Fern Grows?

8.  How does seeing the red fern help Billy?
