AR Summer Reading Questions

“The Whipping Boy”

Chapters 1-4

1. Describe Prince Brat.

2. Name one practical joke the prince plays on others at the castle.

3. What is the purpose of having a whipping boy at the castle?

4. How does Jemmy react to the whipping he receives?

5. Who is Master Peckwit?

6. How does Prince Brat feel about reading and writing?

7. What does Jemmy dream of doing upon his escape?

8. What is Prince Brat afraid of?

9. What happens to Prince Brat and Jemmy after they become lost in the fog?

Chapters 5-8
1. Explain why Billy is called “Hold-Your-Nose-Billy.”

2. Explain how Cutwater first becomes aware of the fact that Prince Brat and Jemmy are not ordinary boys.

3. In what way has Jemmy previously heard of the highwayman, Billy?
4. What is Prince Brat’s real first name?

5. Why does Jemmy think the prince is empty headed?

6. Name three items that Prince Brat brings along in his wicker basket.

7. Why do the outlaws believe that Jemmy is the true prince?

8. What does Hold-Your-Nose Billy give Jemmy to use as pen and ink?

9. What ransom do the bandits finally decide to ask for in exchange for the prince?

Chapters 9-12
1. What do you think Prince Brat learns about the eating habits of those less fortunate than he?
2. How does Cutwater intend to find out if the ransom note is written as he has instructed?

3. What is Jemmy’s plan for returning the prince safely to the castle and freeing himself?

4. What item is Jemmy planning on sending back to the palace, supposedly to convince the king that the villains are genuine?

5. Why do you think the prince refuses to leave when he has the opportunity?

6. Why will the king know that Prince Brat did not write the ransom note?

7. Where does Jemmy hide in order to escape the villains?

8. Why does Prince Brat reveal Jemmy’s hiding place to Cutwater?

9. Why does Jemmy suggest sending the king’s horse back to the castle as a messenger?

Chapters 13-16
1. What wild beast does Jemmy meet in the woods as he makes his escape?

2. How does Jemmy react when the prince forgives him for attempting to escape by himself?

3. Describe the relationship between Jemmy and Prince Brat in one well-written sentence.

4. When the boys meet Betsy in the woods, what is she looking for?

5. Define “mudlarking.”

6. Who is Captain Harry Nips?

7. Why does Jemmy ask the captain to go back for his friend?

8. When the villains discover Prince Brat hiding inside the coach, does the prince betray Jemmy a second time? Explain your answer.

9. When the villains whip Prince Brat, thinking he is the whipping boy, how does the prince react to the whipping?

Chapters 17-20
1. How does Jemmy feel about the prince being whipped by Hold-Your-Nose-Billy?

2. What keeps the king’s men from searching Captain Nips’ coach after they stop it?

3. Why is Prince Brat momentarily confused when Smudge reaches out to shake the prince’s hand?

4. How dies the prince react when he learns that his subjects refer to him as “Prince Brat”?

5. According to the broadsides being peddled by a news seller, who is responsible for the prince’s disappearance?

6. Who is Ol’ Johnny Tosher?

7. Why is it dangerous to go under the brewery while down in the sewers?

8. How are Captain Nips and Betsy rewarded for their kindness to Prince Brat and Jemmy?

9. In one well-written sentence, describe the relationship between Jemmy and Prince Brat in Chapter 20.
