AR Summer Reading Questions

“The Cay”

Chapters 1-2

1.  Describe the geographical and historical setting of the novel.

2.  What was the Phillip’s attitude about the war in the beginning of the book?  How did that compare to his mother’s?

3.  Why were Aruba and Curacao some of the most important islands in the world at this time?

4.  Why were the Germans fighting in the Caribbean?  Why didn’t the people on Curacao fight back?

5.  How did Phillip’s attitude about the war change in the second chapter?

6.  Is there any foreshadowing in the first two chapters that indicate something bad will happen to Phillip?

Chapters 3-4

1.  How did Phillip end up on the raft?

2.  What was the real reason Phillip didn’t address Timothy as “Mr.” Timothy?

3.  How did Phillip feel about his mother at the end of Chapter 3.

4.  How did Timothy deal with Phillip’s hostility?  Do you think this was a good way of dealing with it?

5.  What was Timothy’s biggest concern?  Was Phillip worried?

6.  What was Phillip’s reaction to being blind?  What was Timothy’s?  How would you feel in the same situation?
7.  What evident do you have the Timothy is a caring person?

Chapters 5-8

1.  What did Timothy think about the cat?

2.  Describe how Timothy and Phillip felt about the island.

3.  How did Phillip know Timothy was keeping something from him?

4.  Why did Phillip think Timothy did not take him along?  What was the real reason?

5.  What was Timothy’s plan?

6.  What did Phillip learn about Timothy?  How did it make Phillip feel?  Why?

Chapters 9-10

1.  How did Phillip react to Timothy’s request that he help with the work?  Why do you think Timothy asked him to help?

2.  How did Phillip express his frustration?  What was Timothy’s reaction?

3.  How did Phillip’s childhood compare to Timothy’s?

4.  In Chapter 10, Phillip and Timothy have a conversation about racial backgrounds.  Why did Phillip want to hear from Timothy what he already knew?  How was Phillip developing a more mature attitude about people?  

5.  Why do you think Timothy kept changing the subject when Phillip asked about blindness?

Chapters 11-14
1.  Why did Phillip think that Timothy was making him less dependent?

2.  Why was Phillip bothered about Timothy’s beliefs in voodoo?  What fears did he have?

3.  Why did Timothy feel Phillip should learn how to fish?  How did this make Phillip feel?

4.  What personal trait helped Phillip graduate from the survival course?

5.  What did the question, “Timothy, are you still black?”  tell about the changes that had occurred in their relationship?

6.  List at least 5 things Timothy and Phillip did to prepare for the storm.

Chapters 15-19

1.  What effect did the storm have on Timothy and Phillip?  How was Phillip able to help Timothy?

2.  What does it meant that Phillip was beyond tears?

3.  How did Phillip feel when the airplane did not see his signals?  What did Phillip learn so that would not happen again?

4.  How was Phillip rescued?

5.  How did Phillip feel about telling his parents about his experiences on the cay?

6.  What did Phillip hope to do someday?  Why?

