SCIENCE RESEARCH PROJECT GUIDE

Timetable

       
       Date to begin the experiment/project
Oct 31 
       Date final project paper is due  
Jan 5, 2012 (check below for other deadlines)
       Date Display boards are due

Jan 6 by 7:30 a.m.



       Date of the school science fair 

Jan 6, 2012



       Date of Parish Paperwork due date  
Jan 9, 2012 (absolutely no exceptions)
       Date of Parish Fair 


Jan 26, 2012
 

  
November 4 Topic Selection  
· Choose a topic or problem to investigate. 

· Outline of your experiment - How will you test the problem?

November 9 Topic Selection  
· Final Topic approval
November 7-18 Preliminary Research/Reform Question/Hypothesis/Resource List  

· Research notes (in journal) 

· Make a list of at least three resources (at least 1 book must be included). 
· Make a list of  materials and  tentative procedures 

November 21-25 Continue Research and START YOUR EXPERIMENT
· Organize your information and narrow your focus in order to form your hypothesis on a testable idea. 

· Write, call, and email for additional information and/or help from business firms, government agencies, and universities. 

· Continue keeping records in journal (record notes and observations.) Write down everything you do, think, and observe about your topic and experimentation.  Date each entry.  WRITE ONLY IN INK.
· Write out a research plan before your begin.  Include problem, hypothesis, procedure, & bibliography.  

· Continue collecting data on your project. 

· Take photographs of the research project in progress. 

· Continue research for background information about the topic.  Become the expert.

· Write Paper Outline

· Prepare Bibliography

· Collect materials and equipment, select an appropriate work site, and following all safety regulations. 
· Setup your investigation/experiment.

· Begin testing, experimenting, or constructing. 

· Adjust your research plan as you obtain information from expert sources.

· Add information to log book as you work. 

November 29 Background Research, Note Cards (25), and Bibliography due        

December 2 Outline of Paper due

· Continue experimentation or construction as needed. 

· Begin work on first draft of written report (statement of problem, hypothesis/engineering goal, preliminary information, bibliographic information).  

· Continue recording notes, observations and taking photographs of research project. 


 December 9 Rough Draft of Paper Due

· Begin preparing titles, labels, and photographs for display. 

· Start the analysis of data collected. 

· Begin designing charts, graphs, or other visual aids for your written report. 

· Continue writing first draft of report including sections on experimental procedure and analysis of data. 

· Review analysis of data and results obtained. 

December 16 Conclusion/Abstract due
December 19-January 5 Fix Rough Draft / Complete Experiment       
· Write final draft of your report to also include analysis of information, evaluation of possible solutions, conclusions and presentation of results of your research project. 

· Write your abstract on Official Form using 250 words or less. 
Work on Display Finish display board construction and design. 
· Write text for background of display and plan its layout. 

· Complete charts, graphs, and visual aids. 

· Write your display text using concise wording and bullets and mount for your display. 

· Check and double-check display for spelling, punctuation, and grammar. 

· Mount graphs, charts, drawings, and photographs. 
· Check rules governing display materials and allowable apparatus

· Proofread your written report. 

· Set up display at home and check for any flaws or mistakes (leave standing for 2 days). 

· Practice presenting your research and answering questions with an expert. 

· Make sure you have completed all forms needed, your log book, your written report, official abstract, and your display board. 


January 5 Science Research Paper is Due 
· Turn in typed  Final Draft of Research Paper

· Turn in Log Book

· Turn in Abstract  


January 6 Display Board is Due by 7:30 A.M. in SFS Gym
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